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I have mostly retired from MCSC Minnesota work

I’ve been doing this for 20 years

MCSC is working on the transition to find a new staff person

MCSC is looking at every organizational function and considering 

new directions

I am working more on national stormwater issues

The MPCA followed a good process to revise the MS4 General Permit
◦ Meetings with stakeholders – some draft permit language
◦ Pre‐public notice release to everyone – comments and discussion
◦ Formal public notice
◦ Final permit

The MPCA, under new Federal rule, had to make this permit “clear, specific, 
and measurable”.

The New
MS4 Permit

Yes, we have a new MS4 General Permit
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New MS4 Permit format – 28 pages

The MS4 permittees completed the permit applications and they submitted them to the 
MPCA for preliminary review. 

When the MPCA staff determined the applications were complete, they went on public 
notice for 30 days. 

When the MS4 permittees addressed any applicable public comments or hearing 
requests, the MPCA made final determinations and issued coverage under the new 
permit. 

This process is completed and all the coverage letters have gone out to the permittees.

The MS4 permittees have 12 months from the date coverage was extended to meet the 
new permit requirements. This is where we are now.
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The Permit Application was due on April 15, 2021 
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More to the Application…. The New
MS4 Permit

TMDL Application Form

Almost very MS4 permittee needs to fill out this form.  231 of 248

Your application is not complete unless you include this form, if it is 
applicable to you. The MPCA will just send your application back.

The MPCA has created a unique form for each permittee – an Excel 
spreadsheet file available on the MPC’s Web site.
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TMDL Application Form
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TMDL Application Form The New
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If you claim to meet a TMDL WLA…
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TMDL Application Form The New
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Some of the New Items in the Permit

• Version of the MS4 General Permit with all the new items 
highlighted

• https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/wq‐strm4‐94a.pdf
• Special requirements for pet waste
• More staff training
• Salt and bacteria requirements
• More checklists

The New
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Some of the New Items in the Permit

• More clear, specific, and measurable requirements, generally

• Quantified volume control and water quality volume treatment 
standards – for regular and linear projects

• New infiltration prohibitions

• A few new definitions

• Others…

The New
MS4 Permit

Helpful Items from the MPCA

The MPCA does a remarkable job of providing guidance and information for
MS4 permittees
Training and webinar schedule - Minnesota Stormwater Manual (state.mn.us)

https://stormwater.pca.state.mn.us/index.php?title=Training_and_webinar_schedule
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Helpful Items from the MPCA The New
MS4 Permit

Helpful Items from the MPCA ‐ TMDLs

• Unique informational form for each permittee

• Simple Estimator tool to estimate load reductions for TSS and TP

• Assistance to develop WLA for categorical TMDLs
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Help from MCSC

• Please stay tuned….

• Watch for information from the new MCSC staff person

The New
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Other things ‐Minnesota

• New funding for stormwater projects
• More grants – Public Facilities Authority, the Clean Water State 

Revolving Fund (CWSRF), BWSR
• Overflow and Sewer Grants (OSG) Program – MPCA 

• I hope all this will be a new focus for MCSC

The New
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Other things ‐Minnesota

• MS4 Permit fee increases – MPCA
• Watch the upcoming session of the Legislature 
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Other things ‐Minnesota

• MS4 Permit fee increases – MPCA

Type of Permittee Fee based on Fee Detail

Current Fee 
(every five 

years)

30% Fee 
Scenario 

(annual fee)

30% Fee 
Scenario (every 

five years)
Comparison with 

current fee (rounded)
City or township Population 1,000 or fewer $400 $150 $750 2 times

1,000 - 3,000 $400 $150 $750 2 times
3,001 - 10,000 $400 $1,000 $5,000 13 times
10,001 - 30,000 $400 $4,500 $22,500 56 times
30,001 - 50,000 $400 $7,500 $37,500 94 times
50,001 - 75,000 $400 $10,500 $52,500 131 times
75,001 - 100,000 $400 $15,000 $75,000 188 times
100,000+ $400 $20,000 $100,000 250 times

County Percent urbanized area 0% - 24% $400 $1,000 $5,000 13 times
25% - 49% $400 $2,000 $10,000 25 times
50%+ $400 $3,000 $15,000 38 times

Non-traditional (colleges, prisons, etc.) Developed land (acres) 0 - 149 $400 $500 $2,500 6 times
150+ $400 $1,000 $5,000 13 times

MnDOT Greater MN Flat fee $400 $3,000 $15,000 38 times
MnDOT Metro $400 $20,000 $100,000 250 times
Watershed districts Flat fee $400 $500 $2,500 6 times

MS4 Program Cost Current fee revenue
% covered by 

fees

30% Cost 
Fees 

(rounded)
Comparison with current fee 

(rounded)
$2,909,391 $20,240 0.70% $873,000 43 times
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Other things ‐Minnesota

PFAS = Per‐ and polyfluoroalkyl substances
• PFOA, PFOS, GenX, and other chemicals – large family

• We have gotten very good at detecting them at extremely low concentrations

• We have found that they are hazardous to human health at very low concentrations

• Once in the environment, they decay and decompose incredibly slowly
• “Forever chemicals”

• We are finding them everywhere
• Including rainfall in remote locations

• We are struggling to find any treatment options for drinking water and wastewater
• Practicable stormwater treatment is pretty much hopeless – too expensive

The New
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Other things ‐Minnesota

A possible future nightmare scenario for stormwater

• We set very low concentration thresholds for Water Quality Standards

• We assess waters and find PFAS impairments almost everywhere

• Impairments  TMDLs Waste Load Allocations  Linked to MS4 Permits

• Significant pollutant load reductions

• We still have no treatment options for stormwater… 

• …so the MS4 permittees have unachievable WLAs
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Other things ‐Minnesota

A possible path away from the nightmare

• In the wastewater permitting world, they have “qualified pretreatment programs”

• These are for situations where there are low effluent limits for specific chemicals but 
only very limited viable treatment options – no technically‐feasible methods

• Everyone recognizes that it is not possible to meet the effluent limits

• Define appropriate treatment options and write them into the POTWs permit
• The goal becomes improvement, rather than meeting effluent limits

• By implementing those options, the POTW is considered to be meeting their permit 
requirements, even though they are not meeting the effluent limits
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Other things ‐Minnesota

PFAS, stormwater, and TMDLs
• I had thought we had time on this issue
• The new Minnesota draft Impaired Waters List has 26 waters listed as impaired for 

PFAS chemicals
• For two of those listed waters, the listed completion date for the TMDLs is 2023
• Work on these TMDLs may have already started
• I am now trying to work with our state agency to initiate discussions about PFAS, 

stormwater, and TMDLs
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Other things ‐ National

• Waters of the United States (WOTUS) – definition rule
• Third time – after 2015 and 2020
• Supreme Court just agreed to hear a WOTUS case

• (b) Non‐jurisdictional waters. The following are not ‘‘waters of the United 
States’’:

• (10) Stormwater control features constructed or excavated in upland or in non‐
jurisdictional waters to convey, treat, infiltrate, or store stormwater runoff;

• This language was dropped. NMSA is working to have it restored
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Other things ‐ National

EPA Clean Watershed Needs Survey

The stormwater data in the 2012 CWNS 
was very weak. 

• 15 states had no data. 

• Another 16 states listed needs of 
less than $100 million. 

• Only 21% of the MS4 permittees 
submitted any data.

This needs to change
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Other things ‐ National

EPA has funding and is currently working on a new CWNS

They want to do a better job collecting stormwater needs data.

20‐year timeframe, in theory.   5‐year timeframe is more practicable.

Roughly, any work that would be eligible for Clean Water State Revolving Fund 
support is an eligible need for the CWNS

EPA is ramping up now. The Federal data portal will open in March 2022 and will 
remain open for a year.

Local programs submit needs data to their state. The states submit data to EPA.
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Other things ‐ National
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Other things ‐ National

Congress has written new stormwater initiatives into the big bipartisan 
infrastructure bill

Congress is looking for new ideas

Watch for further news…..
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Other things ‐ National

National E‐reporting for all NPDES permits – coming in the next couple years

Thanks and good luck!The New
MS4 Permit

We are not the government
and we are here to help!
randy.neprash@stantec.com


