
Public Art
It Takes Work to Look This Good!

• Teresa Sweetland – Forecast Public Art
• Joe Rhein – City of Two Harbors / Bolton & Menk
• Josh Johnsen – City of Rochester
• Sean Walther – City of St. Louis Park



THERESA 
SWEETLAND

Forecast Public Art 
Executive Director 
and FORWARD 
publisher



Agenda

1) Get to know me and my organization. 

2) See public art in a new way.

3) Share an example of how public art 
can be integrated into a major public 
project in unexpected ways. 





Kids with Murals











Through our Learning Institute we offer workshops, 
training, fellowships, and other in-person and online 
learning opportunities.

https://forecastpublicart.org/learning/


Through our Forward series and digital publication, 
we curate and create thought-provoking content 
through our magazine, website, local and national 
convenings, and public events.

https://forecastpublicart.org/forecast-forward-conversations-with-practitioners-working-at-the-intersection-of-arts-culture-place-and-equity/


WHERE WE WORK



OUR TEAM

Jen Krava
Director of 
Programming + New 
Initiatives

Jacque Liu
Program Manager

Candida Gonzalez
Consultant

Tricia Heuring
Consultant

Hawona Sullivan 
Janzen
Consultant

Witt Siasoco
Consultant

Aki Shibata
Consultant

Mark Salinas
Consultant





WHAT 

IS 

PUBLIC

ART?



Beyond Murals, Memorials and 
Monuments… 

Public art is defined as works of arts and creative 
activities that are free and accessible to the 
public, including visual art, dance, festivals, 
music, theatre, literature, and photography. 

@4castpublicart                       
www.ForecastPublicArt 
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TYPES OF PUBLIC ART



Accessible 
building interiors

Private plazas

Fringe spaces

Transit stations

Parks

Squares

Sidewalks

Privately ownedPublicly owned

LOCATIONS FOR PUBLIC ART





• Percent for Art Funding
• Billboard tax 
• License Plate fees
• Hotel/motel tax
• Gambling proceeds
• Tax return check box
• Postage stamps
• Microgrants and crowd-funding
• Meals hosted to fund

FUNDING MODELS

• Auctions—online and in person.
• Percent of private development fees
• “Golf tax” ($1 from each bag rented)
• Graffiti abatement funds
• Corporate sponsorships
• Private gifts and loans
• Trading your art for other art
• Bartering with artists
• Grants and sponsorships



Minnesota Public Art Programs
Since that 2010 data was collected, several cities in MN have adopted ordinances, or stepped up their 
programs: 

• St. Paul
• Eagan
• St. Louis Park
• Duluth
• Mankato
• Rochester
• Brooklyn Center

Forecast Public Art has worked in over 40 others cities seeking to commission a new artwork to integrate 
into a public or private improvement project: 

Over $1 Million per year is spent on public art each year across the state of Minnesota and 
additional millions on public art just for Nicollet Mall!





@4castpublicart                       
www.ForecastPublicArt 









Functional













@4castpublicart                       
www.ForecastPublicArt 



Water Management Public Art





















@4castpublicart                       
www.ForecastPublicArt 









11th Street Bridge Park, Washington, 























THANK YOU!
Theresa Sweetland
Executive Director 

theresa@forecastpublicart.org

www.forecastpublicart.org

mailto:jenk@forecastpublicart.org




2022 CEAM Annual Conference
Public Art

Two Harbors, MN 
Wastewater Treatment Plant
“Art in an Unexpected Place”

Joe Rhein
January 27, 2022



Two Harbors, MN



City of Two Harbors



Location Plan



Existing WWTP



Existing & Proposed

Usual Aesthetic Elements:
• Landscaping
• Fences / Walls

City saw opportunity for 
something more…



Artistic Community



Fencing
Discussion began with standard panels and lighting options



Enhanced Fencing
Laser-cut metal panels with custom graphics and back-lighting effects

Wave Patterns



Enhanced Fencing
Laser-cut metal panels with custom graphics and back-lighting effects

Ore Boat



Enhanced Fencing
Laser-cut metal panels with custom graphics and back-lighting effects

Edna G – City’s Historic Tugboat



Mural Canvas

Tanks create  
potential 
‘canvas’ for 
local artists

View of new 
tanks from 
walking path



Mural Canvas

YOUR 
MURAL 

HERE



2022 CEAM Annual Conference
Two Harbors, MN 

Wastewater Treatment Plant
“Art in an Unexpected Place”

Thank you!



Public Art

January 2022

Josh Johnsen



Public Art  
Heart of the City



201 4th Street SE, Rochester, MN 55904 www.rochestermn.gov



201 4th Street SE, Rochester, MN 55904 www.rochestermn.gov

Heart of the City Project Area



201 4th Street SE, Rochester, MN 55904 www.rochestermn.gov



Artist Selection and 
Concept Development



201 4th Street SE, Rochester, MN 55904 www.rochestermn.gov



slide

Dedicated by local sculptor Charles Gagnon

June 25, 1989

82 SLIDE

Peace Fountain Removal
to 

Peace Fountain Remain in Place LARGE 
TEXT OR
GRAPHIC



201 4th Street SE, Rochester, MN 55904 www.rochestermn.gov



201 4th Street SE, Rochester, MN 55904 www.rochestermn.gov

Peace Fountain Originally Dedicated in 1988



slide

“A Not So Private Sky” features a vertical tower of 

16 dice-shaped, stainless-steel objects with 12 

faces called dodecahedrons. In science, a 

dodecahedron is one of 5 Platonic Solids, or any of 

the five geometric solids whose faces are all 

identical, regular polygons meeting at the same 

three-dimensional angles

85 SLIDE

“Town Well”
to

“A Not So Private Sky” LARGE 
TEXT OR
GRAPHIC



201 4th Street SE, Rochester, MN 55904 www.rochestermn.gov

Inigo’s First Concept 



slide87

Revised Concept: “A Not So Private Sky”



slide

“Spanning over 250 feet…A Song for Water was 

chosen to pay homage to the original inhabitants of the 

land that Rochester was established on. This reaches 

into history and speaks to our city’s present and future. 

The rich language of Westerman’s poem affirms that 

the plaza in the Heart of the City was first a Dakota 

place. The piece is intentionally designed to interact 

with the water and fog in the plaza. As the phrases 

connect like water, we are reminded that it is our first 

medicine and through it, we connect.”

88

“Begin Again” 
to

“A Song for Water”

LARGE 
TEXT OR
GRAPHIC



201 4th Street SE, Rochester, MN 55904 www.rochestermn.gov



201 4th Street SE, Rochester, MN 55904 www.rochestermn.gov



201 4th Street SE, Rochester, MN 55904 www.rochestermn.gov

“A Song for Water with De Wakpa
Taŋka Odowaŋ / Song for the 
Mississippi River features 
fragmented words and phrases 
carved onto the pavers that make up 
the plaza grounds. Internationally 
acclaimed artist Ann Hamilton 
created the granite carvings using 
the words of poet and Dakota 
historian Dr. Gwen Westerman.” 

(Rochester Mom Blog)

Ann Hamilton, A Song for Water (2021) with De Wakpa Taŋka Odowaŋ / Song for 
the Mississippi River (2018) by Dr. Gwen Westerman



201 4th Street SE, Rochester, MN 55904 www.rochestermn.gov



Discovery Walk
Local Approach





201 4th Street SE, Rochester, MN 55904 www.rochestermn.gov



201 4th Street SE, Rochester, MN 55904 www.rochestermn.gov

slide9
6Local Community Co-Designers

LINK TO CO-DESIGN VIDEO:
https://dmc.mn/destination-medical-center-creates-equitable-
design-process-for-public-spaces/

https://dmc.mn/destination-medical-center-creates-equitable-design-process-for-public-spaces/


201 4th Street SE, Rochester, MN 55904 www.rochestermn.gov



Public Art  
Prototyping and Engagement



201 4th Street SE, Rochester, MN 55904 www.rochestermn.gov



201 4th Street SE, Rochester, MN 55904 www.rochestermn.gov

Testing paver height and 
accessibility of the raised 
lettered pavers.



201 4th Street SE, Rochester, MN 55904 www.rochestermn.gov

Temporary art 
installation to activate 
the plaza and 
construction site to 
entice people to come 
out and drive foot 
traffic for surrounding 
businesses.



201 4th Street SE, Rochester, MN 55904 www.rochestermn.gov

“Time capsule” 
public engagement 
to get people 
interested and 
involved in the 
project. 



201 4th Street SE, Rochester, MN 55904 www.rochestermn.govTHANK YOU









accessibility funding process contracting maintenance

public privatepartnerships





Gateways

Plazas, pocket parks

Streetscapes



West 36th Street









The Great Blue Heron – Jeffrey Kalstrom and Diane Hellecksom



Marjorie & Martin Pitz & Assoc. 



Randy Walker



Photo by Ken Fox
Source: Public Art Review Issue 37 – 2007 (fall/winter)Published September 1, 2007

Rhythm of Life by Denise Tennen



























West 36th Street
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